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Dr. Nansen’s View 


“The choice lies between this 
League or no League, and let every 
one across the sea realize that once 
and for all.” | 
Dispatch from Geneva, Sept. 8, 1922. 





Checks should be made payable to Ropert H. 
GARDINER, Treas., 3 West 29th St., New York City. 
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THE THIRD LEAGUE ASSEMBLY 





ITH forty-four governments repre; 
sented, the Third Assembly of the 
League of Nations, is functioning like a 
long established institution. Unlike thé 


first and even the second assembly, little. 
time has had to be spent on routine mat- 


ters of procedure. Instead the first week 
has been given over to a discussion, in 
which the representatives of all the 
States participated, of the work of the 
council during the past year and with 
especial reference to the tasks which now 
lie before the Assembly. 

As in each of the previous meetings, a 
fundamental cleavage is again evident be- 
tween the liberal] and the strict construc- 
tionists of the Covenant. The former, 
led by Lord Robert Cecil would have the 
Assembly enlarge its powers at the ex- 
pense of the Council, the Conference of 
Ambassadors, and the conferences of pre- 
miers; the latter, led by Lord Balfour de- 
plore any radical enlargement of the As- 
sembly’s functions, fearing that it could 
not stand the strain. Lord Robert pro- 
poses that the Assembly, as a result of this 
meeting, lay before all its constituent gov- 
ernments a draft treaty for universal lim- 
itation of land and naval armaments based 
on the precedents established at the Wash- 
ington Conference. He would have the 
Assembly intervene to bring peace in Asia- 
Minor. He urges his colleagues to work 
for the re-establishment of normal rela- 
tions with Russia. Lord Balfour would 
leave all these difficult and dangerous 
questions to the League Council, or pre- 
ferably to the regular diplomatic and po- 
litical cnannels. It is too early to tell 
whether Lord Robert will be more success- 
ful this year than previously in overcom- 
ing his colleagues’ hesitancy to venture 
on experimental paths. 


resence of Austria's representa- 
tives Mustrates the unique value of the 
Ass€mmbly as a world forum. Chancellor 
Seapets appearance before the Council re- 
su in immediate action by that body, 
because it was then under the di- 
r ervation of the Assembly. Simi- 
larly the protest of the Haitian represen- 
tative against certain alleged abuses in the 
mandated territory of Southwest Africa 
focused public attention as could not have 
been done in any other way. The issue 
involved was not of basic importance, but 
shows the value of a world representative 
assembly, in which even the smallest state, 
on a basis of complete equality, may free- 
ly criticize any or all of the great powers. 
Granted the overwhelming physical power 
of a few states, it is all the more import- 
ant that somewhere an appeal can be made 
to the publie conscience against the inevi- 
table abuses of this power. 

Particularly interesting to Americans 
will be the results of the attempts to mod- 
ify Article X to meet the objection that 
in its present form it might involve the 
members of the League in military adven- 
tures outside their own borders. The 
chief proposal of the so-called Cecil plan 
for an “international company assurance 
against war,” which is receiving strong 
support in many quarters and has already 
been accepted by Britain and France, was 
described in some detail in Bulletin No. 35, 
July 14. 


Miss Merriman, Secretary of the F. P. A. 
is in Geneva attending the sessions of the 
Assembly as observer and official repre- 
sentative of this Association and of a 
number of other groups interested in 
international organization. 
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Obregon’s Way Out 


HIS ADDRESS to the Mexican Con- 
gress September 1, copies of which 
have just been received in this country, 
President Obregon reviews the reasons 
why his government, according to all 
the accepted canons of _ international 
law and usage, should be recognized by 
our State Department. He has endorsed 
the compromise settlement of Mexico’s 
external obligations negotiated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, De la Huerta, 
with the International Committee of 
Bankers last June. The Mexican Con- 
gress will almost certainly add its ratifi- 
cation, thus eliminating one of the two 
major reasons for non-recognition. 

Moreover, the Mexican Supreme Court 
has gone far towards satisfying the 
American desire for guarantees against 
confiscation or nationalization of Ameri- 
can property. Five successive decisions 
of this highest court have interpreted, in 
concrete cases, Article 27 of the new 
constitution as non-retroactive and there- 
fore, non-confiscatory of rights validly 
acquired and held prior to 1917 when 
the present constitution became effec- 
tive. Secretary Hughes has criticised 
these decisions as not giving complete as- 
surance against the nationalization of 
oil deposits on lands owned by Ameri- 
cans before 1917, but not purchased or 
declared specifically as oil lands. Short 
of declaring Article 27 unconstitutional, 
an action which would in itself have been 
unconstitutional, the Mexican court 
could not have satisfied completely the 
Hughes requirement. 

President Obregon now makes the in- 
teresting announcement that he is willing 
to consider that the Mexican Govern- 
ment will have been “implicitly recog- 
nized” if the State Department will ac- 
cept the general invitation issued by 
Mexico to all nations whose citizens have 
claims pending for damages incurred in 
revolutionary disturbances, to establish 
a mixed commission for the negotiation 
of the settlement of such claims. 

President Obregon expressed the opin- 
ion that once the United States had re- 
sponded to Mexico’s invitation to join 
such a conference he would be ready to 
proceed with discussions for the negotia- 
tion of a treaty of amity and commerce 
with Secretary Hughes. 


This is a proposal almost identical 
with that urged by the F. P. A. a few 
months ago as a compromise which 
would save the _ sensibilities of the 
Mexican government and at the same 
time permit the United States to retreat 
gracefully from a position which has 
been increasingly untenable. Secretary 
Hughes would be cordially supported by 
the country if he were to accept Obre- 
gon’s offer. 


Seth TT) 











Changing Russian Policy 

HE DISMISSAL of Bakhmeteff, the 

recognition of the Baltic states, Li- 
thuania, Latvia and Esthonia, now fol- 
lowed by the announcement of the 
State Department’s proposal to send an 
economic commission to Russia are the 
successive modifications during the last 
few months of the Administration’s hith- 
erto intransigent Russian policy. The 
reason for these changes is simple. The 
policy, formulated by Wilson and adopt- 
ed by Harding, of preserving the politi- 
cal and territorial integrity of the Rus- 
sian Empire for some hoped-for successor 
to the Soviets, has failed. The Bolshevik 
authority is now more firmly established 
than ever. Despite the futility of the 
Genoa and Hague Conferences, France, 
Great Britain, Germany and Japan, as 
well as many of the smaller states, are 
continuing informal negotiations with 
Moscow. The business interests of these 
countries are enjoying a distinct advan- 
tage over American interests in the com- 
petition for Russian concessions, many of 
which are of enormous potential value. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
State Department is now executing a 
strategic retreat towards a policy which 
recognises the facts in the Russian situa- 
tion. 


The German Patents 


HE Department of Justice has now 

instituted legal proceedings to right 
one of the worst abuses of the Alien Pro- 
perty Custodian’s Power. While Presi- 
dent Wilson was in Paris Acting Secre- 
tary of State Polk authorized the sale for 
a nominal sum, of German patents worth 
millions of dollars, despite the fact that 
these properties like the other alien enemy 
property sequestered by our government, 
were being held by it as trustee. The 
sale was made to the Chemical Foundation 
of which Francis P. Garvan, formerly 
Alien Property Custodian, is now presi- 
dent. The Department of Justice in its 
bill of Equity against the Chemica] Foun- 
dation charges a monopoly in dye stuffs 
and seeks to return to the Alien Property 
Custodian all former German patents, 
trade marks and other rights held by that 
Foundation. 

If the Government suit is sustained, it 
does not follow that these patents and 
other rights will be returned to their 
rightful owners. But unless the Govern- 
ment is successful, neither this nor any 
other equitable disposition of these valu- 
able properties, such as their public sale 
the proceeds to go to the former German 
owners, will be possible. The Administra- 
tion is to be congratulated for its attempt 
to have declared illegal a particularly fla- 
grant violation of the important principle 
of international law, the sanctity of enemy 
private property on land during war. 


